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Enva Acceptable Materials Guide – Valid until 31st Aug 2023.



WWC Results Sampling/Testing completed in April 2020

• Results to date:

• HWRC - small amounts of haz content in fence 
posts and decking from household stream –
0.06% (600 tonnes)

• Diminishing and won’t exist from 2023 onwards

• C&D stream - all construction and most 
demolition waste wood non haz

• Not enough evidence either way on haz content 
of structural timbers, external joinery and tiling 
battens from pre-2007 buildings

• EA issued RPS 249 and RPS250 & SEPA and NRW 
have confirmed positions

• Industry guidance developed to ensure waste 
wood is correctly identified and segregated.



Waste Wood Classification – Household (HWRC)

HWRC RPS 249 expires April 2024 and allows business as normal for now

• On-going sampling & testing of fence posts and 
decking from circa 40 WRA members sites

• To prove that hazardous content reducing and will 
no longer be there in the future

• Specific sampling process being followed with 
verified testing houses and test criteria

• Industry sharing results to further knowledge

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/receiving-hazardous-waste-wood-at-household-waste-recycling-centres-rps-249


Waste Wood Classification - Demolition

• Following 5 years evidence gathering, C&D 

stream only has 10 potentially hazardous 

items (Amber) 

• These are items from pre 2007 buildings only

• These represent tiny proportion of demolition 

stream – estimated at 0.08% (4 k tonnes)

• Ongoing testing required to remove more 

items from the Hazardous list

HWRC RPS 250 expires Sept 2023 and allows business as normal for now

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hazardous-waste-wood-from-demolition-and-refurbishment-activities-rps-250/hazardous-waste-wood-from-demolition-and-refurbishment-activities-rps-250


What do you need to do now?

• Regulatory Duty of Care – Must Assess in line with RPS250

• Review waste wood onsite inline with industry Acceptable Material Guidance

• Potentially haz or unknown wood items should be externally tested via recognised test 
houses

• Use WRA01 (HWRC) or WRA02 (C&D) test suites to ensure data is captured and shared

• If confirmed as hazardous, consign using Hazardous Consignment Note

• Up to 31st Aug 2023

• Segregate, if possible, from non haz wood

• If not possible - blend with non-haz wood and estimate % of hazardous
CRUCIAL POINT to ensure overall volumes reported are not over stated

• Move under dual EWC codes to Reprocessor



The Risk of not continuing to test

Potential Haz 

(Amber) Item

Producer -  C & D 

Company

Transfer Station / 

MRF
Wood Reprocessor

Biomass Plant or 

End-Use Storage 

Site

KG's T's 000'TS 000,000'Ts

3kgs

Small Quantity 

(KG's) potentially 

haz material in 5 

tonne skip = 5 

tonnes consigned 

Haz

Processed through 

or tipped in wood 

bay = 20 tonne 

consigned Haz. 

Each and every day 

all raw material 

mixed so 

despatched as Haz  

Annual output  = 

50KT

Will record / 

receive *3MT Haz 

Material

Volume 

permit 

variations

In the thousands? In the hundreds?

~100 (Plant plus 1 

storage site. 

(Markinch has 4)

*Assume 400kt demolition wood and 1% haz = 4Kt. UK total wood arising 4.5Mt therefore 0.08% in reality.



Ongoing Position
• RPS250 will be withdrawn on 1st Sept 2023 

• All Amber items will become hazardous at that point unless tested

• All wood processors will be updating Acceptable Material Schedules to 
exclude the Amber items, unless testing proof is supplied.

• Hazardous items need to be sent for specialist disposal - £200 + per tonne

• Panel Board and Biomass Operators will NOT take hazardous wood

• Risk is that if not separated then larger volumes of waste wood could be 
classified and charged as hazardous for no reason

• Only 1 or 2 operators who can currently process hazardous waste wood

• Huge impact on recycling targets for local authorities



Why is sampling so important?

• To confirm IF items are hazardous or not – small volume will 
impact on ongoing C & D wood usage

• Demonstrate environmental credentials to customers & 
regulators by providing evidence to support better use of a 
resource in line with Environmental Sustainability Reporting.

• Provide credible data to EA and other regulators

• Reduce paperwork, delays and costs on sites

• Use existing mature wood supply chain outlets

• Ensure no waste wood gets wasted or goes to the wrong 
destination – loss of recycling and recovery options



WRA Quick Guide
See WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf (woodrecyclers.org)

https://woodrecyclers.org/wp-content/uploads/WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf


Other Examples



Other Examples



Use Quick Guide to Detail Samples

See WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf 

(woodrecyclers.org) for full version

KEY POINT: 

Items are from Pre-2007 Buildings only

https://woodrecyclers.org/wp-content/uploads/WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf
https://woodrecyclers.org/wp-content/uploads/WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf


Demolition Site Sample Collection and Testing

• Ensure that the samples taken are from whole piece of waste wood

• Cross section no smaller than 150 mm long – in airtight packaging

• DO NOT send in multiple samples from the same piece

• DO NOT sample obviously creosoted wood that would be rejected at a 
wood site. Always use Acceptable Material Guidance to assess first.

• Give each sample a unique reference code using the first three letters 
of your company followed by the first three letters of your site location, 
then add in DEM (Demo) and then sequential numbering

• WRA will help provide clarity with all the above if requested



WRA 01 & WRA02 Testing Suites



Process & Analysis of Results

• All results will be processed through the 
WRA profile on HazWasteOnline to 
provide a report to UK Regulators and / or 
yourselves if required

• Laboratory will upload raw results to 
HazWasteonline to provide impartiality 
and confidentially of data sources.

• We ideally need 300 + individual samples 
to prove items Haz or Non Haz

• Ensure you agree to share your data with 
WRA to effect change!



WRA Member Laboratories
MARCHWOOD, PART OF CAWOOD

Unit 1A.2A Marchwood Industrial Park

Marchwood

Southampton

Hampshire

SO40 4BL

Ben Rowe

02380 786979

cawood.co.uk/marchwood/

Ben.rowe@marchwood-scientific.co.uk

ALFRED H KNIGHT (Prescot)

Kings Business Park

Kings Drive

Prescot

L34 1PJ

Ken Hepburn

0151 481 5850

www.ahkgroup.com/markets/solid-fuels/

solidfuels@ahkgroup.com

SOCOTEC UK Ltd

Renewable Energy

Unit 3

Canal Street

Burton on Trent

DE15 0YZ

Anna Lloyd

anna.lloyd@socotec.com
07803 262 082 

socotec.co.uk

Always send your samples with:

1. A Quick Guide form for each Sample - fully completed and test identified.

2. A Chain of Custody form for each batch of samples

3. Other Laboratories can be used but always use WRA01 and / or WRA02 

approved testing suites and forms to allow the right data to be captured.

4. If sites don’t share data, then we won’t get to required numbers to confirm haz

wood types – so please give permission to share data with WRA.

https://cawood.co.uk/marchwood/
mailto:Tom.Ayles@marchwood-scientific.co.uk
https://www.ahkgroup.com/markets/solid-fuels/
mailto:solidfuels@ahkgroup.com
mailto:anna.lloyd@socotec.com
https://socotec.co.uk/


Conclusions

• Collect as many samples of Amber Items before 31st Aug
• Send for WRA02 testing to recognised labs using correct paperwork
• Check reprocessor Acceptable Material Schedules asap
• Speak to clients to update understanding and cost implications
• Update site layouts and container requirements – Haz and Non Haz 

wood containers will be needed
• Ensure that the on-site procedures are updated before 1st Sept
• Expect more regulator visits to site to check compliance

• GIVE PERMISSION TO SHARE DATA TO WRA

THANK YOU



Q&A



Thank you!

Vicki@mcpheeassociates.co.uk

Julia.turner@woodrecyclers.org

Tel: 0330 325 0490
http://www.woodrecyclers.org/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-wood-recyclers-association-limited/
mailto:Julia.turner@woodrecyclers.org
mailto:Julia.turner@woodrecyclers.org
http://www.woodrecyclers.org/
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